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THE  SABBATH  IN  EUROPE. 


The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Sabbath  Com¬ 
mittee,  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Europe  for  domestic  reasons, 
was  requested  by  the  Committee  to  confer  with  the  friends  of  the 
Sabbath  in  Great  Britain  and  on  the  Continent,  and  to  investigate 
the  influence  of  a  holiday  Sunday  on  the  social,  moral,  and  religious 
condition  of  the  people.  The  results  of  these  inquiries,  and  of 
somewhat  extended  observation  during  two  years  of  European 
travel,  in  1853,  ’56,  ’57,  are  herewith  submitted.  They  may  have 
value  as  affecting  the  important  question  of  the  comparative  safety 
of  observing  the  Lord’s  Day  as  a  holiday  or  a  holy  day. 


THE  SABBATH  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Leaving  New  York  in  the  Persia,  July  V,  my  first  Sabbath  on 
shore  was  spent  at  Glasgow.  There,  in  the  largest  commercial  city 
of  Scotland,  the  external  observance  of  the  Lord’s  day  was  almost 
as  complete  as  in  a  New  England  village  of  olden  time.  Business 
of  every  kind  was  suspended.  Every  dram-shop  was  shut.  The 
commerce  of  the  Clyde  stood  still.  Excepting  at  the  hours  of 
worship  the  streets  were  mostly  deserted.  The  principal  line  of 
railway — from  Glasgow  to  Edinburgh — was  entirely  closed ;  but 
lines  connecting  with  the  English  railway  system  continue  their 
traffic.  As  a  whole,  this  Sabbath  in  Glasgow  approximated  one’s 
ideal  of  a  Christian  Sabbath  for  a  great  city — a  day  of  general  rest 
and  worship ;  a  home,  apparently,  for  everybody,  and  everybody  at 

1 


2 


THE  SABBATH  IN  SCOTLAND. 


home ;  churches  for  the  people,  and  the  people  at  church.  Of 
course  there  must  be  darker  shades  to  the  picture ;  probably  there 
are  thousands  of  Sabbath-breaking,  unevangelized  souls  in  such  a 
city.  I  speak  only  of  the  external  aspects :  and  they  certainly  do 
great  honor  to  the  Christian  sentiment  and  the  municipal  govern¬ 
ment  of  Glasgow. 

The  improvement  within  the  past  five  years  has  been  very  great, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  operation  of  the  “Forbes  McKenzie  Act,” 
which  effectually  closes  all  dram-shops  from  11  o’clock  p.m.  on 
Saturday  until  8  o’clock  a.m.  on  Monday;  and  to  the  zeal  and 
benevolence  of  John  Henderson,  Esq.,  an  eminent  merchant,  and 
others,  in  diffusing  light  as  to  the  claims  and  blessings  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  and  in  providing  spiritual  instruction  for  the  poor.  “The 
McKenzie  Act  ”  deserves  careful  attention.  It  is  officially  stated 
that  it  has  diminished  fully  one  third  the  arrests  for  crime,  drunk¬ 
enness,  and  disorderly  conduct;  while  its  influence  on  Sabbath  quiet 
has  been  very  marked.  The  Superintendant  of  the  Glasgow  Police 
reports  a  continued  “  improvement  in  respect  to  order  and  decorum 
in  the  streets  on  the  Sabbath-day;  and  on  Saturday  nights,  by  12 
o’clock,  peace  and  good  order  are  obtained,  instead  of  as  formerly, 
a  state  of  turmoil  and  disorder  the  whole  of  Sabbath  morning.  In 
no  place,”  he  says,  “  is  the  difference  more  observable  than  in  the 
police  offices,  where  Sunday  used  to  be  a  busy  day,  but  it  is  now 
perfectly  quiet ;  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  a  whole  Sabbath  to  pass 
without  a  single  case  of  any  kind  brought  in.  The  lieutenants  are 
now  at  liberty  to  go  to  church,  and  the  turnkeys  have  now  little  else 
to  do  on  Sunday  than  to  read  their  Bibles.  *  *  *  I  have  no  doubt 
that  to  the  new  Public  House  Act  we  are  wholly  indebted  for  our 
comparatively  quiet  and  orderly  Sabbaths.” 

Ninety-five  of  the  ministers  of  Glasgow  unite  in  making  a  similar 
statement ;  and  like  testimony  is  borne  by  the  magistrates  and 
others  of  Edinburgh,  and  nearly  all  the  large  towns  of  Scotland. 

An  important  object  in  visiting  Glasgow  was  to  confer  with  Mr. 
Henderson,  to  whose  wise  beneficence  Great  Britain  and  the  world 
owe  so  much  in  many  relations,  but  especially  in  connexion  with 
Sabbath  observance.  His  liberality  prompted  the  premiums  for 
essays  by  working  men,  which  elicited  “Heaven’s  Antidote  for  the 
Curse  of  Labor,”  “  The  Pearl  of  Days,”  etc.,  and  gave  them  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  tens  of  thousands  among  the  laboring  classes.  His  phi¬ 
lanthropy  prompted  measures  for  rescuing  cabmen  and  kindred 
classes  from  the  thraldom  of  seven  days’  toil.  His  agency  may  be 
traced  on  the  Continent  in  many  a  scheme  for  restoring  a  lost  Sab¬ 
bath  and  a  lost  faith.  On  his  return  from  Edinburgh  on  business 
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connected  with  the  Bible  Society,  I  drove  with  him  to  his  beautiful 
seat  overlooking  the  Clyde;  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  subse¬ 
quent  interview  in  London,  as  he  was  passing  to  Holland  on  an 
errand  of  benevolence.  The  views  and  plans  of  your  Committee 
accord  entirely  with  Mr.  Henderson’s,  and  we  may  rely  on  his  coun¬ 
sel  and  aid  at  all  times.  His  publisher,  in  London,  supplied  me  with 
copies  of  all  the  works  issued  by  his  agency — some  of  which  may 
well  be  republished  in  the  United  States — and  he  will  use  to  advan¬ 
tage  a  large  number  of  some  of  the  documents  of  this  Committee. 

I  employed  the  “  machine  ”  of  an  old  blacksmith  when  returning 
from  Park  to  Glasgow  (10  miles)  at  night,  the  railway  train  having 
failed  me.  The  old  man  was  a  noble  specimen  of  the  Scottish 
laborer,  trained  under  the  Sabbath  and  the  Gospel.  As  a  friend  of 
Mr.  Henderson’s,  his  heart  was  opened  to  me;  and  he  poured  forth 
rich  stores  of  Christian  wisdom  and  experience  as  we  trundled  along 
a  dark  road.  The  facts  of  the  American  revival  had  refreshed  his 
spirit,  and  formed  the  subject  of  protracted  inquiry  and  remark. 
The  bearings  of  Sabbath  sanctification  on  the  family  and  the  indi¬ 
vidual  had  been  matters  of  profound  thought  and  blessed  experi¬ 
ence.  His  conversation  wTas  so  imbued  with  Scriptural  language 
and  imagery  as  to  make  some  of  his  utterances  truly  eloquent. 
Humble  as  is  his  station  in  life,  one  could  not  but  feel  a  reverence 
and  respect  for  that  old  Christian  which  learning,  and  rank,  and 
wealth  alone  could  never  inspire.  But  the  reflection  is  inevitable 
that  such  characters  are  only  formed  under  the  influence  of  the 
Sabbath  and  the  Bible.  When  we  parted  at  the  door  of  my  hotel, 
he  refused  the  piece  of  gold  tendered  in  reward  for  his  kind  ser¬ 
vice:  “Ha,  na,”  said  he,  “I’ll  na  take  the  like  o’ that,  nor  the  hauf 
o’  it.  ’Tis  a  gude  talk  we’ve  had  anentthe  kingdom  of  God.  Ye’re 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Henderson’s,  and  he’s  doing  mair  for  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  Britain  than  any  man  in  it.  Good-bye,  and  may  God  bless 
you.” 

At  Stirling  I  spent  a  day  with  my  valued  friend  Drummond, 
another  active  friend  of  the  Sabbath,  and  one  of  the  most  enter¬ 
prising  Christians  in  Europe.  J ust  ten  years  ago,  “  Peter  Drum¬ 
mond,  seedsman,”  then  at  the  head  of  a  very  large  agricultural 
warehouse,  grieved  at  the  increasing  desecration  of  the  Lord’s 
Day  around  him,  caused  some  tracts  to  be  written,  published,  and 
circulated  at  his  own  expense.  The  success  of  his  efforts  for  the 
Sabbath  led  to  the  “  Stirling  Tract  Enterprise,”  which  has  come  to 
be  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  far-reaching  of  the  schemes  for 
popular  evangelization  in  the  Old  World.  Though  still  solely  an 
individual  effort,  Mr.  Drummond  is  now  issuing  his  twenty -second 
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million  of  tracts,  and  has  expended  some  $10,000  beyond  his  receipts 
in  diffusing  them  among  the  destitute.  Five  years  since  he  began 
the  “British  Messenger”  (prompted  by  the  usefulness  of  the 
“American  Messenger”),  which  has  now  a  circulation  of  110,000 
copies,  and  which  seems  likely  to  introduce  a  new  era  in  the  popular 
religious  literature  of  Great  Britain.  Besides  a  large  and  useful 
series  of  Sabbath  Tracts,  the  “  Messenger”  employs  its  columns  in 
defence  and  commendation  of  the  day  of  rest.  The  individual 
energies  of  Mr.  Drummond,  and  of  the  excellent  Editor  of  his  pub¬ 
lications,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Reid,  are  now  devoted  to  the  revival 
of  spiritual  religion  ;  and  he  is  the  mainspring  of  a  system  of  agen¬ 
cies  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  blessing  in  the  salvation  of  multitudes. 

A  work  of  much  research  on  the  Sabbath  is  in  press,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gilfillan,  of  Stirling,  from  whom  I  received  valuable 
information  respecting  the  Sabbath  question  in  Scotland. 

At  Edinburgh,  I  had  profitable  interviews  with  Dr.  Greville, 
Secretary  of  the  “  Sabbath  Alliance ;”  Professor  Miller,  of  the 
University,  and  author  of  “  Physiology  of  the  Sabbath ;”  Rev.  Dr. 
Cunningham,  President  of  the  Free  College;  Rev.  Mr.  Cameron, 
of  the  “  Christian  Treasury  ;”  Mr.  Bayne,  of  the  “  Witness,”  and 
others :  and  became  familiar  with  the  methods  successfully  adopted 
for  the  protection  of  the  sacred  day  in  past  years.  Little  active 
effort  is  employed  at  present :  happily,  little  is  needed.  As  a 
people,  the  Scotch  “  Remember  the  Sabbath-day  to  keep  it  holy  ” 
as  in  no  other  land,  excepting  Wales;  and  they  love  to  trace  the 
connexion  between  this  national  trait  and  their  high  state  of 
worldly  thrift  and  religious  advancement. 

The  temptation  is  irresistible  to  sketch  the  interior  Sabbath 
arrangements  of  a  Scottish  Christian  family,  as  an  illustration  of 
the  blended  holiness  and  happiness  of  the  home  day,  and  as  a  refu¬ 
tation  of  the  alleged  connexion  of  “  gloom”  with  sacred  hours. 
An  intimate  friend  and  correspondent,  whose  hosjntalities  I  had 
enjoyed  on  the  Clyde,  in  1853,  had  recently  transferred  his  summer 
home  to  the  southern  part  of  Scotland.  Letters  at  Edinburgh 
kindly  urged  a  visit,  which  embraced  the  Sabbath.  My  friends 
have  a  large  household,  with  children  ranging  from  infancy  to 
early  manhood.  They  are  in  affluent  circumstances,  and  occupy  a 
high  social  position.  While  actively  concerned  in  the  various 
schemes  for  benefiting  their  country  and  the  world,  the  duties  of 
domestic  life  are  discharged  with  remarkable  system,  fidelity,  and 
success. 

Saturday  is  spent  as  peculiarly  a  social  day,  when  the  parents 
interest  themselves  in  the  amusements  of  their  children,  and  seek 
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to  cultivate  their  affections.  At  night,  the  little  ones  collect  their 
tools  and  noisy  playthings,  and  put  them  aside  till  the  Sabbath  is 
past.  But  the  smaller  children  have  the  use  of  the  newest  and 
most  attractive  of  their  quiet  toys — the  mother  deeming  it  inex¬ 
pedient  to  remove  the  means  of  diversion  from  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  not  old  enough  to  enter  into  the  spiritualities  of  the  day, 
and  to  whom  some  form  of  amusement  is  as  necessary  as  food  or 
sleep.  These  amusements,  however,  are  to  be  quiet,  so  as  not  to 
disturb  those  of  maturer  years,  who  have  Sabbath  occupations  ap¬ 
propriate  to  their  age.  By  means  of  dissected  pictures,  a  large 
letter-box,  drawing  diagrams  of  missionary  and  Bible  scenes,  and 
like  devices,  the  tenants  of  the  nursery  are  interested  by  the  hour. 
The  older  children  attend  their  mother  for  their  morning  prayers 
and  texts — praying  in  their  own  language,  followed  by  her  petitions 
in  their  behalf — always  remembering  to  pray  for  the  Sabbath.  At 
morning  family  worship,  which  is  attended  by  children  and  ser¬ 
vants,  only  the  narrative  parts  of  Scripture  are  read — the  portion 
for  the  day  having  been  explained  to  the  children  by  the  mother 
on  the  previous  evening.  After  breakfast,  the  children  go  in  turn, 
beginning  with  the  youngest,  to  the  library,  where  they  meet  their 
father,  who  has  been  furnished  with  the  daily  record  of  their  con¬ 
duct  and  progress  in  study,  and  who  prays  and  converses  with  each 
child.  The  topics  of  conversation  during  the  day  are  drawn  from 
the  various  objects  of  benevolence  in  which  the  family  are  inte¬ 
rested — the  Sabbath  schools  in  which  they  teach ;  the  religious 
services  they  attend ;  the  books  they  are  reading,  etc. ;  leaving  no 
need  of  resorting  to  the  worldly  matters  of  the  secular  days.  All 
is  cheerful  and  free  from  constraint  or  “  cant.”  The  “  charity- 
purse,”  replenished  from  week  to  week  by  rewards  for  good  con¬ 
duct  or  self-denials,  is  opened  on  Sunday  morning,  and  the  decisions 
of  the  previous  evening  as  to  the  amount  to  be  contributed  to  one 
or  more  of  the  twelve  objects  embraced  in  their  benevolence  are 
carried  out.  The  missionary  cause  is  a  favorite,  four  boxes  having 
been  added,  at  the  request  of  the  children,  to  the  one  originally 
procured  for  India.  Missionary  maps,  pictures,  and  curiosities,  add 
interest  to  their  family  meeting  for  missions. 

After  public  worship  and  dinner,  each  child  tells  a  story,  a  hymn 
is  sung,  and  the  texts  learned  during  the  week  are  repeated;  but 
no  lessons  are  learned  on  the  Sabbath,  even  by  rote :  it  is  in  no 
sense  to  be  a  task  day.  When  the  younger  children  have  retired, 
the  more  advanced  read  the  notes  of  the  sermons  they  have  heard 
(I  can  testify  to  the  accuracy  of  some  of  their  reports)  ;  and  later 
in  the  evening  the  servants  assemble  for  family  reading,  and  expo- 
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sition  of  the  Scriptures,  with  the  aid  of  maps  and  diagrams,  closing 
with  prayer.  This  service  lasts  an  hour  or  more,  and  is  prized 
highly  by  those  for  whose  benefit  it  is  designed. 

Such  is  the  routine  for  the  Sabbath  in  one  of  the  Christian  house¬ 
holds  of  Scotland.  Can  one  expect  to  witness  a  more  beautiful  or 
instructive  sight  till  he  reaches  heaven  ?  The  influence  of  such  a 
Sabbath  is  as  visible  as  light :  it  will  be  lasting  as  eternity.  The 
order  of  the  family  is  perfect.  The  affectionate  obedience  of  the 
children  is  admirable.  Unrestrained  familiarity  with  their  parents ; 
easy  grace  in  their  intercourse  with  strangers ;  quick  intelligence 
alike  in  secular  and  sacred  things;  an  unselfish  interest  in  all 
around  them  ;  a  disrelish  for  everything  mean  and  vulgar ;  a  cheer¬ 
ful  and  even  frolicksome  temper  ; — such  are  the  fruits  of  this  Sab¬ 
bath  training.  Religion  is  in-wrought  with  all  the  associations  of  a 
happy  childhood  and  youth,  and  hallows  and  ennobles  every  joy. 
Ask  one  of  the  inmates  of  that  home  about  the  “  asceticism”  and 
“  gloom”  of  the  Sabbath,  and  they  will  tell  you  the  words  have  no 
place  in  their  vocabulary  ;  that  it  is  the 

“  Day  of  all  the  week  the  best, 

Emblem  of  eternal  rest.” 

I  am  aware  that  such  an  example  of  Sabbath  observance  can 
only  be  imitated  fully  by  families  somewhat  similarly  blessed  with 
means  and  leisure.  But  every  Christian  parent  may  gather  profit¬ 
able  hints,  and  may  be  incited  to  the  more  perfect  improvement  of 
the  precious  hours  for  personal  and  domestic  culture  in  spiritual 
things.  And  those  to  whom  the  Sabbath  is  a  weariness  may  see 
how  immeasurable  is  the  loss  to  a  family  in  foregoing  the  priceless 
privileges  and  neglecting  the  high  duties  illustrated  in  the  preced¬ 
ing  sketch. 

I  may  add  that  my  friend,  whose  residence  is  remote  from 
churches,  has  fitted  up  his  stone  barn  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the 
neighboring  peasantry.  When  I  parted  with  him,  two  colporteurs 
were  receiving  their  outfit  from  the  stores  of  religious  books  and 
tracts  in  his  parlor,  for  a  “  fair  ”  in  a  neighboring  town.  It  is  to 
his  Christian  zeal  that  Scotland  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  and  successful  operation  on  a  large  scale  of  the  system  of 
colportage.  He  is  now  on  a  brief  visit  to  this  country. 


THE  SABBATH  IIS'  LONDON. 


A  Sabbath  in  London  afforded  less  satisfaction  than  those  in 
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Scotland.  Notwithstanding  the  general  suspension  of  business  in 
respectable  quarters,  and  the  orderly  observance  of  the  day  by  a 
large  part  of  the  population,  thousands  of  petty  shops  were  open 
for  traffic ;  omnibuses,  railways,  and  cabs,  continue  their  trips — with 
few  exceptions — and  many  forms  of  desecration  exist.  The  nota¬ 
ble  exception,  in  the  complete  suspension  of  mail  deliveries  in  the 
metropolis,  is  honorable  to  the  government  and  people  of  London. 
Sydenham  Palace,  the  Zoological  and  Kew  Gardens  are  opened  to 
shareholders  on  the  Lord’s  day ;  and  strenuous  efforts  are  making 
by  the  “National  Sunday  League ”  to  open  the  British  Museum 
and  the  National  Galleries,  a  petition  to  this  effect,  numerously 
signed  by  professors  of  universities  and  literary  men,  having  been 
recently  presented  to  Parliament  under  the  leadership  of  Lord 
Stanley.  This  measure  is  likely  to  be  urged  at  the  next  session  of 
Parliament,  and  will  test  the  strength  of  the  friends  of  a  British 
Sabbath  in  contrast  with  a  Continental  Sunday.  There  would  be 
less  ground  for  apprehension  as  to  the  result,  if  the  leading  news¬ 
paper  journals  of  Great  Britain — unlike  those  of  the  United  States 
— were  not  under  the  control  of  men,  indifferent,  or  hostile  to  the 
interests  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  if  its  friends  trusted  less  to  class 
influence  and  prescriptive  claims,  and  more  to  popular  conviction. 
The  example  of  concession  in  England  to  Continental  influences 
would  be  disastrous  to  this  country ;  and  every  true  friend  of  morals 
and  religion  among  us  must  desire  that  the  existing  barriers  against 
them  may  be  strengthened  rather  than  overthrown. 

I  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  repeated  interviews  with  the  experienced 
Secretary  of  the  London  “  Lord’s  Day  Observance  Society  ” — the 
Pev.  J.  T.  Baylee — which  has  done  most  effective  service  for  twen¬ 
ty-five  years.  This  organization  is  confined  to  the  Church  of 
England ;  but  co-operates  cordially  with  societies  of  a  more  general 
character,  as  occasions  arise.  In  connection  with  the  “National 
Lord’s  Day  Best  Association,”  composed  wholly  of  laymen,  of 
which  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Park,  is  President,  some  interesting  mea¬ 
sures  are  on  foot  in  behalf  of  cabmen  ;  and  recently  Miss  Marsh, 
the  benefactress  of  the  “  navvies  ”  and  the  authoress  of  “  Capt. 
Headley  Vicars’  Life,”  “  English  Hearts  and  English  Hands,”  etc., 
has  undertaken  an  important  mission  for  their  benefit.  The  excel¬ 
lent  editor  of  “The  British  Workman,”  whose  fraternal  kindness  I 
have  often  experienced  when  visiting  London,  renders  valuable 
service  to  the  Sabbath  cause  through  the  widely-circulated  journals 
under  his  control.  These,  and  kindred  efforts,  are  associated  with 
unwonted  plans  for  popular  evangelization  in  England.  Open-air 
preaching  in  numerous  localities,  and  earnest  religious  services  in 
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Exeter  Hall,  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  Westminster  Abbey,  and  else¬ 
where,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  dignitaries  and  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England,  as  well  as  Dissenters,  all  betoken  a  revived 
state  of  religious  feeling  and  effort.  The  thorough  education  and 
evangelization  of  the  masses  is  the  grand  desideratum  in  Great 
Britain.  That  would  save  the  Sabbath  :  the  Sabbath  rightly 
observed  would  secure  that. 


THE  SABBATH  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

A  Continental  Sabbath  has  been  often  described.  By  some  it 
has  been  lauded,  and  even  commended  to  our  imitation.  It  has 
exerted  no  little  influence  in  weakening  the  restraints  of  the  sacred 
day  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  As  an  eye-witness  of  its  cha¬ 
racter  and  influence  in  most  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  Protestant 
and  Papal,  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  attempt  another  sketch,  with  the 
hope  of  undeceiving  those  Avho  may  have  been  betrayed  into  admi¬ 
ration  of  a  godless  holiday. 

There  is  this  characteristic  difference  between  a  French,  and  a 
German,  or  Italian  Sunday  : — In  France  it  is  almost  wholly  a  day  of 
business  or  amusement,  without  regard  to  the  religious  element : 
while  in  other  portions  of  the  Continent  it  is  common  to  begin  the 
day  with  the  church,  and  end  it  at  the  theatre,  the  tea-garden,  or 
the  fields.  In  Rome,  indeed,  government  shops  are  open,  and  the 
lotteries  are  drawn,  with  great  parade,  on  the  Sabbath — but  the 
people  must  shut  their  shops.  The  sacred  character  of  the  day, 
however,  is  scarcely  recognised  throughout  the  Continent. 

A  Paris  Sunday  has  become  proverbial  for  its  godlessness.  Pass¬ 
ing  along  its  clean  and  beautiful  streets,  you  find  the  Cafes  and 
Restaurants  crowded  with  men,  taking  their  morning  meal  and 
reading  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  Cries  of  fruit-dealers  and 
street-venders  are  everywhere  heard — though  the  needless  abomina¬ 
tion  of  crying  newspapers  is  not  tolerated,  even  in  Paris.  Paviors, 
masons,  roofers ,  painters, — all  kinds  of  mechanics  are  engaged  in 
their  usual  avocations.  Places  of  business  are  universally  open  till 
midday,  as  on  other  days.  The  whirl  of  cabs  and  omnibuses  is 
even  more  constant  than  during  the  six  days  of  the  w'eek.  I  had 
the  curiosity  to  count  the  vehicles  passing  the  Industrial  Palace, 
Champs  Elysees,  mostly  going  to  or  returning  from  the  Bois  de 
Boulogne,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  Sabbath  in  August — the 
grand  fete  day  at  Cherbourg, — when  Paris  was  emptied  of  the 
elite  of  its  fashionable  society,  and  found  the  average  to  be  one 


THE  SABBATH  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 


9 


hundred  and  forty  a  minute,  or  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty 
an  hour  !  The  grand  waterworks  at  St.  Cloud  and  Versailles  play 
only  on  Sunday.  As  the  day  advances,  the  gardens  of  the 
Tuileries  and  the  Champs  Elysees  present  a  scene  of  unrivalled 
gaiety  and  folly.  Bands  of  music  execute  lively  military  and  ope¬ 
ratic  airs.  Gaudy  booths  are  surrounded  with  crowds  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  absorbed  by  childish  sports.  Automata,  too 
silly  for  the  amusement  of  infants,  serve  to  delight  other  groups  of 
soldiers  and  stragglers.  Goat-carriages  and  whirligigs  of  wooden 
horses  or  mimic  ships  divert  the  children  and  nurses.  As  evening 
sets  in,  the  out-door  concert  and  drinking  saloons  flaunt  their 
attractions :  brilliant  mirrors  reflect  the  fanciful  gas-jets  ;  singing  men 
and  singing  women,  accompanied  by  orchestras  below,  amuse  the 
multitude  with  comic,  and  sometimes  immoral  songs.  Every  con¬ 
ceivable  device  for  drawing  the  people  away  from  home  and  from 
God  is  employed.  The  Cirque  de  l’Imperatrice  furnishes  its  eques¬ 
trian  attractions  and  its  mirth-inspiring  exhibitions.  Adjacent 
public  gardens  are  thronged  with  dancers.  Operatic  and  theatrical 
amusements  add  their  seductive  performances.  The  whole  line  of 
the  Boulevards  is  filled  with  people  seated  in  front  of  the  cafes, 
sipping  their  brandied  coffee,  playing  dominoes,  or  gazing  at  the 
promenaders  along  the  broad  pavements.  Houses  and  homes  (if 
there  be  such  a  thing,  without  the  name,  in  France)  seem  to  be 
emptied  into  the  streets  and  places  of  amusement,  and  the  city  is 
converted  into  a  pandemonium  of  folly  and  of  genteel  or  gross  dis¬ 
sipation. 

Since  the  accession  of  the  reigning  dynasty,  Sunday  labor  has 
been  suspended  on  the  public  works  in  France;  but  I  observed  that 
the  stupendous  preparations  for  the  Emperor’s  fete  day  fire-works 
in  the  Place  de  Concorde,  were  in  full  progress  on  the  second  Sab¬ 
bath  in  August,  the  fete  occurring  on  the  succeeding  Sunday.  But 
on  Monday,  the  Sunday  workmen  were  not  there — either  because 
dissipation  or  over-exertion  compelled  a  day  of  rest. 

Such,  without  more  of  detail,  is  a  Paris  Sunday.  In  the  light  of 
reason  and  of  the  Bible,  and  of  eternity,  how  does  it  look  ?  And 
what  are  its  fruits?  Are  they  not  found  in  the  thriftless  condition 
of  a  vast  proletaire  population — living  from  hand  to  mouth — rest¬ 
less  in  spirit — ferocious  in  temper — kept  from  rebellion  by  a  numer¬ 
ous  soldiery,  or  quieted  by  government  labor  and  food  ?  May  they 
not  be  seen  in  the  dwarfed  stature,  and  pallid  aspect,  and  wretched 
inefficiency  of  the  laboring  classes,  and  in  the  “Blue-Monday” 
records  of  employers  or  of  the  magistracy — the  Sunday  dissipation 
disenabling  thousands  from  Monday’s  occupations,  or  sending  them 
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to  prison?  Can  they  not  be  traced  in  the  general  declension  oi 
private,  commercial,  and  political  morals — whatever  cover  the  refine¬ 
ment  and  high  civilization  of  Parisian  life  may  throw  over  the  incon¬ 
ceivable  iniquity  of  its  social  condition ;  in  the  loosening  of  conju¬ 
gal  bonds,  the  utter  loss  of  a  home  day,  and  of  all  the  restraints  and 
joys  of  home  life ;  in  the  prevalence  of  godlessness,  irreligion,  and 
infidelity  ;  and  in  the  ascendancy  of  civil  and  spiritual  despotism  ? 
Better  would  it  be  for  Paris,  for  France,  for  the  Continent,  that  no 
distinction  of  days  were  recognised,  and  that  the  tide  of  life  were 
to  roll  on  without  cessation,  than  that  the  Lord’s  day  should  be 
thus  perverted  into  a  day  of  sinful  folly  and  universal  demoraliza¬ 
tion.  Ceaseless  occupation,  with  all  its  physical  evils,  and  its  em- 
bruting  influence,  would  be  less  disastrous  than  this  devotion  of 
sacred  time  to  godless  pleasure. 


THE  SABBATH  IN  SWITZERLAND. 

In  Switzerland,  especially  in  Protestant  Cantons,  there  is  a  some¬ 
what  improved  state  of  Sabbath  observance,  as  compared  with 
Pai  •is ;  but  even  in  Geneva,  as  in  other  considerable  towns,  there  is 
too  little  to  mark  the  day  as  one  having  religious  sanctions  or  uses. 
The  attendance  on  public  worship  is  partial  and  formal ;  and  idle 
sports,  military  parades,  bands  of  music,  steamboat  excursions,  and 
theatrical  amusements,  undo  the  work  of  the  pulpit,  and  rob  the 
day  of  its  spiritual  power.  Religious  convictions  have  a  feeble 
hold  on  the  popular  mind,  and  Popery  is  regaining  the  strongholds 
it  lost  in  the  great  Reformation.  Recently,  the  pastors  of  the 
Established  Church  in  Geneva  and  some  of  the  other  Protestant 
Cantons  have  recoiled  from  the  tendencies  of  a  holiday  Sabbath, 
and  have  attempted  some  reforms  in  this  behalf.  A  few  of  the 
leading  minds  of  Switzerland,  connected  with  Free  Churches,  are 
in  sympathy  with  the  views  cherished  in  Great  Britain  and  America 
on  the  Sabbath  question.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Malan  has  published 
largely  on  the  subject;  and  Dr.  Merle  D’Aubigne  has  said,  “Order 
and  obedience,  morality  and  power,  are  all  in  Britain  connected 
with  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  ....  The  firmness  of  England 
as  to  the  Lord’s  clay  and  other  institutions,  is  an  essential  feature 
of  the  national  character,  and  an  imperative  condition  of  the 
greatness  and  prosperity  of  her  people.” 

I  was  invited  to  address  the  “  Universal  Conference  of  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations,”  composed  of  delegates  from  Switzer¬ 
land,  France,  Germany,  Belgium,  and  Great  Britain,  in  session  at 
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Geneva  at  tlie  time  of  my  recent  visit,  and  took  occasion  to  suggest 
the  subject  of  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  as  a  fundamental 
object  of  their  labors, — giving  utterance  to  the  deliberate  conviction 
that  all  evangelizing  schemes  on  the  Continent  are,  and  must  ever 
be,  comparatively  powerless  until  the  Sabbath  is  restored  to  its 
place  as  the  King  of  Days. 


GERMANY. 

I  was  prevented  from  repeating  my  visit  to  Germany,  as  I  had 
intended ;  but  through  personal  interviews  with  delegates  to  the 
Geneva  “  Conference,”  and  by  correspondence  with  well-informed 
parties,  I  am  happy  to  report  some  quickening  of  interest  among 
Christian  pastors,  and  in  other  influential  quarters,  in  the  due 
observance  of  the  Lord’s  day.  The  subject  has  repeatedly  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  “  Kirch  entag,”— -the  immense  annual  assembly  of 
the  German  clergy, — and  the  Kings  of  Prussia,  Saxony,  and  Hanover, 
with  the  governments  of  some  of  the  smaller  duchies,  have  made 
some  movements  for  the  suppression  of  the  grosser  forms  of  Sab¬ 
bath  desecration.  As  neological  opinions  subside,  and  a  spiritual 
religion  revives,  this  subject  will  receive  more  earnest  attention. 
But,  as  a  whole,  the  Fourth  Commandment  is  practically  rejected 
by  both  Protestant  and  Papal  Germany  ;  and  the  blessed  institution 
is  perverted  into  a  season  of  worldly  diversion  or  revelry.  As  the 
result,  evangelical  religion  has  no  pervading  power ;  the  pulpit 
scarcely  competes  with  the  theatre  and  the  tea-garden ;  a  Deformed 
faith  has  made  little  progress  for  three  centuries,  in  the  very  seat 
of  its  early  triumphs,  and  whole  peoples,  formed  and  sighing  for 
freedom,  are  in  bondage. 


ITALY. 

If  one  may  judge  of  the  Sunday  habits  of  the  Peninsula  by  the 
Sabbaths  spent  in  Kaples,  Rome,  Florence,  Padua,  Milan,  and 
Arona,  including  Easter  Sunday  at  Rome — there  is  little  to  be  said 
of  them  other  than  that  they  are  skilfully  adapted  for  the  diversion 
of  a  people  sporting  with  their  chains ;  and  that  we  need  search  no 
farther  for  an  adequate  cause  for  that  enervation  of  character  which 
renders  self-government  impossible.  Without  the  Bible,  and  without 
a  season  to  study  it  if  they  had  it ;  without  Sabbath  schools,  and  almost 
without  secular  instruction;  and  with  saints’  days  to  strengthen 
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superstition,  and  Sabbaths  mainly  for  amusement — Italy  is  made  the 
plaything  of  foreign  despots,  and  the  hunting-ground  of  a  corrupt 
priesthood. 


GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Nothing  can  be  clearer  to  the  intelligent  observer  of  European 
life  than  that  a  holiday  Sabbath  is  a  frightf  ul  cause  of  physical, 
political ,  and  moral  degradation  to  the  masses  of  the  people.  A 
day  of  worldly  pleasure  for  the  rich,  makes  a  day  of  toil  for  the 
dependent  classes.  An  amount  of  labor  is  imposed  on  multitudes, 
who  need  rest  more  than  their  employers,  inconsistent  with  bodily 
refreshment,  mental  improvement,  or  spiritual  culture  ;  while  those 
to  whom  toil  is  not  made  a  necessity  are  tempted  to  the  waste  of 
money,  time,  and  health,  in  haunts  of  dissipation.  The  condition  of 
the  laboring  classes  on  the  Continent  is,  for  the  most  part,  so 
deplorable  as  to  excite  the  liveliest  sympathy  of  the  traveller. 
They  are  poorly  fed — poorly  clad — ill-instructed — over-tasked, 
and  without  hope  of  improvement :  not  merely  or  mainly  because 
of  an  overcrowded  population  and  oppressive  governments,  but 
because  the  stamina  of  character,  and  the  physical  and  moral 
energy  which  a  seventh  portion  of  time  devoted  to  rest  and  worship 
— to  the  family  and  to  God — would  bring,  are  lacking ;  and  God- 
given  hours  are  devoted  to  the  dram-shop,  the  tea-gardeii,  and 
other  enervating  and  corrupting  associations.  He  who  made  the 
Sabbath  “  for  man”  has  ordained  the  connexion  between  the  sacred 
day  and  that  manliness  of  character  which  can  brook  no  bonds. 

A  Holiday  Sabbath  is  thus  the  ally  of  despotism.  It  is  a  memo¬ 
rable  fact,  that  the  only  free  countries  in  the  world  are  those  in 
which  popular  conviction  and  legal  enactment  recognize  and  conserve 
the  sacred  character  of  the  Christian  Sabbath.  One  of  our  most 
eminent  writers,  who  has  “made  the  French  and  Continental  mode 
of  keeping  Sunday  a  matter  of  calm,  dispassionate  inquiry  and  obser¬ 
vation,”  has  said,  “There  is  not  a  single  nation  possessed  of  a 
popular  form  of  government  which  has  not  our  theory  of  the 
Sabbath.  Protestant  Switzerland,  England,  Scotland,  and  America 
cover  the  whole  ground  of  popular  freedom ;  and  in  all  these,  this 
idea  of  the  Sabbath  prevails  with  a  distinctness  about  equal  to  the 
degree  of  liberty.  Nor  do  I  think  this  result  an  accidental  one.” 
How  should  it  be  “  accidental,”  when  there  is  the  best  evidence  that 
Continental  rulers  encourage  Sabbath  profanations  as  a  means  of 
unfitting  their  subjects  for  the  assertion  and  exercise  of  their  politi 
cal  rights  ?  The  historian  Hallam  reveals  a  pregnant  fact  when  he 
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states  that  European  despots  “  have  for  many  years  perceived  and 
acted  on  the  principle  that  it  is  the  policy  of  government  to  encou¬ 
rage  a  love  of  pastime  and  recreation  in  the  people ;  both* because 
it  keeps  them  from  speculating  on  religious  and  political  matters, 
and  because  it  renders  them  more  cheerful  and  less  sensible  to  the 
evils  of  their  condition .”  It  may,  indeed,  be  consistent  “  policy’’ 
for  despots  to  pervert  the  Lord’s  day  into  one  of  “pastime  and 
recreation,”  lest  their  subjects  should  “speculate  on  religious  and 
political  matters”  and  become  “  sensible  to  the  evils  of  their  condi¬ 
tion.”  “Yon  Cassius  thinks  too  much,”  said  the  imperial  despot 
of  Rome:  “such  men  are  dangerous.”  But  the  very  life  of  a  free 
government  depends,  under  God,  on  such  a  perpetual  “  speculation 
on  religious  and  political  matters”  as  the  Bible  and  the  Sabbath  and 
a  free  Gospel  prompt.  If  we  would  cling  to  our  institutions,  we 
must  cherish  the  holy  day  of  freedom  and  religion,  and  frown  on  the 
holiday  of  despots. 

A  Holiday  Sabbath  is  a  fruitful  source  of  immorality .  One 
link  of  the  moral  law  broken,  and  that  the  central  one,  all  are 
severed.  dSTo  truth  is  more  established  by  universal  experience 
than  that  the  violation  of  the  Sabbath  is  the  parent  of  innumerable 
vices  and  crimes.  Every  magistrate,  jailer,  and  prison  chaplain, 
will  confirm  this  statement.  To  this  effect  is  the  testimony  of  the 
experienced  chaplain  of  the  Model  Prison,  London — “We  are 
called  to  minister  in  a  prison  to  few  but  Sabbath-breakers.”  And  the 
chaplain  of  Clerkenwell  states,  “  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  case  of 
capital  offence,  where  the  party  has  not  been  a  Sabbath-breaker. 
Indeed,  I  may  say,  in  reference  to  prisoners  of  all  classes,  that  in 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  they  are  persons  who  have  not  only 
neglected  the  Sabbath,  but  all  religious  ordinances.”  Rot  only  the 
divine  precepts  relating  to  the  worship  of  God  are  rendered  nuga¬ 
tory  by  trampling  on  the  Fourth  Commandment ;  but  filial  disobe¬ 
dience,  unchastity,  and  a  disregard  for  the  rights  of  person,  pro¬ 
perty,  and  reputation,  stand  intimately  connected  with  the  voluntary 
and  habitual  violation  of  this  ordinance  of  Heaven.  The  condition 
of  the  marriage  institution  on  the  Continent,  is  a  sad  commentary 
on  the  influence  of  a  dissevered  Decalogue.  It  is  in  Paris  that 
official  records  return  more  than  three  thousand  foundlings  annually 
in  a  single  hospital.  It  is  on  the  Continent  that  marriage  is  dis¬ 
couraged  by  the  laws  and  prostitution  legalized  and  protected. 
With  governments  of  no  more  strength  than  ours,  the  Continent 
would  reek  with  corruption.  With  such  a  state  of  morals  as  exists 
in  Europe,  our  Government  would  be  destroyed  in  a  single  genera¬ 
tion,  if  not  a  single  year. 
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A  holiday  Sabbath  is  fatal  to  the  growth  and  'prevalence  of 
evangelical  religion .  Sabbath-keeping  and  vital  piety  are  so  indis¬ 
solubly  associated  as  to  make  the  former  a  certain  index  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  condition  of  any  community.  The  Gospel  accomplishes  its 
object  as  the  Sabbath  day  is  regarded  according  to  the  purpose  of 
its  appointment.  Germany  reads  us  a  terrible  lesson  on  this  point. 
It  was  the  home  of  the  Reformation,  and  would  have  been  to  this 
day,  but  for  the  false  leaven  which  vitiated  the  sanctity  of  the 
Lord’s  day.  Recoiling  from  everything  positive  and  ritual  in  the 
Papal  system,  the  reaction  of  the  Reformers  in  the  direction  of  the 
absolute  freedom  of  the  Gospel  was  a  virtual  abandonment  of  the 
Sabbath,  excepting  the  claims  of  expediency  for  its  observance. 
Such  a  barrier  against  selfishness  and  worldliness  proved  ina¬ 
dequate  ;  and  three  centuries  of  the  fluctuating — perhaps  waning — 
power  of  a  Reformed  faith  on  the  Continent,  compared  with  the 
centuries  of  increasing  vigor  and  expansion  of  evangelical  religion 
in  Great  Britain  and  America,  attest  on  a  grand  scale  the 
vital  connexion  between  Sabbath  sanctification  and  the  ascend¬ 
ency  of  the  Gospel.  It  will  be  found  throughout  Europe  that 
attendance  on  the  means  of  grac<£,  the  diffusion  and  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  works  of  Christian  benevolence,  all  the  signs  and  fruits 
of  a  living  faith,  are  graduated  and  may  be  determined  by  the 
measure  in  which  the  Lord’s  day  is  held  in  sacred  esteem.  As  a 
general  fact,  the  Pulpit  has  little  power ;  the  masses  being  alienated 
from  its  influence,  or  dispelling  its  impressions  by  the  misuse  of  the 
closing  hours  of  holy  time.  The  Bible  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  sealed 
book,  because  the  season  specially  designed  for  its  study  is  devoted 
to  worldly  pleasure.  All  schemes  for  popular  evangelization  are 
feebly  conducted,  and  fail  in  popular  efficiency.  The  conviction  will 
deepen  with  every  month  of  observation,  that  until  the  Sabbath  in 
Europe  is  re-established  upon  its  divine  sanctions,  error  and  irreli- 
gion  will  abound,  and  a  general  reformation  and  revival  of  a  spi¬ 
ritual  faith  must  be  hopeless.  All  efforts  from  within  or  without  to 
this  end  must  be  fruitless  until  the  grand  mistake  of  the  sixteenth 
century  be  corrected.  Such  is  coming  to  be  the  conviction  of  some 
reflecting  men  in  Germany  and  Switzerland.  It  may  be  strength¬ 
ened  by  the  careful  guarding  and  the  increased  efficiency  of  the 
British  and  American  Sabbath  ;  and  by  the  reflex  influence  on  the 
Old  World  of  the  emigration  to  the  new,  when  that  emigration  shall 
have  been  instructed  in  the  claims  and  benefits  of  the  sacred  day, 
and  brought  under  the  power  of  a  living  Gospel. 

But  we  are  receiving  by  the  shipload  the  population  of  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  to  become,  in  a  brief  period,  citizens  with  us,  of  this  free  Re- 
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public.  Is  there  not  ground  of  apprehension  that  the  prejudices 
and  customs  thus  imported  may  make  a  stronger  impression  on  our 
Sabbath  habits  than  we  make  on  these  masses  who  establish  them¬ 
selves  here  ?  The  population  with  which  the  emigrant  soonest  fra¬ 
ternizes  here,  is  not  the  best  instructed  or  most  orderly.  Thus  the 
force  of  irreligious  example  may  sweep  away  the  restraints  of  the 
Sabbath  from  tens  of  thousands  of  American  households ;  and  a 
frightful  measure  of  degeneracy  supervene,  unless  counteracting 
measures  are  employed.  For  our  own  sakes,  then,  as  well  as  for 
the  sake  of  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well-being  of  these  “  strangers 
in  a  strange  land,”  and  for  the  sake  of  the  lands  from  which  they 
come,  we  need  to  invigorate  the  Sabbath  sentiment  of  the  nation, 
and  to  guard  at  every  point  against  the  incursion  of  an  immeasura¬ 
ble  evil.  A  Continental  holiday  Sabbath  would  work  our  speedy 
destruction.  With  the  characteristic  enterprise  and  recklessness  of 
our  people,  and  with  our  almost  negative  government,  what  is  a 
day  of  recreation  and  folly  on  the  Continent,  would  speedily  become 
a  day  of  universal  traffic  or  of  wild  dissipation  here.  Labor  would 
soon  have  no  rest,  and  worldliness  no  intermission :  universal  god¬ 
lessness  and  irreligion  would  rush  in  to  monopolize  the  time  that  we 
now  give  to  repose  and  worship. 

I  have  returned  to  my  native  land  with  deepened  impressions  of 
the  value  and  necessity  to  all  its  highest  interests  of  a  divinely 
appointed,  sacredly  observed  Sabbath,  and  of  the  indispensableness 
of  judicious  and  persistent  efforts,  like  those  contemplated  by  your 
Committee,  for  its  sanctification.  It  is  time  that  the  tendencies  to 
its  desecration  were  rebuked  by  the  manly  Christian  sentiment  of 
the  nation.  It  is  high  time  that  invasions  of  principles  and  usages 
as  old  as  our  institutions,  and  vitally  related  to  their  purity  and 
perpetuity,  should  be  repelled ;  that  the  right  of  Christian  citizens 
to  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  one  day  in  seven  for  public  and 
private  worship  were  protected ;  and  that  such  open  profanations 
of  the  Lord’s  day,  by  young  or  old,  native  or  foreign-born,  as 
interfere  with  this  right  should  be  suppressed.  That  this  work 
must  be  attended  with  difficulties,  cannot  be  doubted.  That  it  will 
encounter  opposition,  must  be  anticipated.  But  the  cost  has  been 
counted.  And  if  there  be  an  interest  which,  more  than  another, 
may  rely  on  the  support  and  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  is  it 
not  one  that,  by  unostentatious  effort,  would  promote  the  proper 
observance  of  His  day  who  has  styled  Himself  “  the  Lord  of  the 
Sabbath,”  and  who  has  studded  his  word  with  the  richest  promises 
to  those  who  ‘Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it  holy.’ 

R.  S.  C. 


CIVIL  AND  RELIGIOUS  VALUE  OF  THE  SABBATH. 


At  a  Meeting  of  more  than  One  Hundred  of  the  Clergy  of  New  York 
City ,  the  following  Resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: — 

Resolved : 

I.  That,  should  influences  now  at  work,  in  effecting  the  progressive  desecration 
of  the  sacred  day,  meet  with  no  adequate  counteraction, — travel,  traffic,  and  labor, 
newsvending,  frivolity,  intemperance,  profligacy,  and  riot  must  continuously  and 
rapidly  encroach  upon  the  authority  and  hallowed  repose  of  the  Christian  Sabbath ; 
— And  that,  by  the  influx  of  foreign  immigration  upon  our  own  shores, — should 
this  new  element  be  left  unevangelized — and  by  the  reaction  of  European  travel 
upon  the  character  of  our  own  people,  the  Sunday  of  Vienna,  or  of  Paris, — a  very 
carnival  of  dissipation, — may  insensibly  supplant  amongst  us  the  time-honored, 
orderly,  and  devout  Sabbath  known  to  our  forefathers ; — And  that  such  desecration 
has  long  increased,  is  now  increasing,  and  should  be  withstood  by  all  peaceful  and 
Christian  methods. 

II.  That  the  day  of  holy  rest,  to  a  land  bearing  the  Christian  name,  and  to  a 
republic  based  on  equal  rights,  has  the  highest  Civil  Worth.  Man  needs  it,  physi¬ 
cally,  as  a  season  when  Labor  may  wipe  off  its  grime,  and  breathe  more  freely  after 
the  week’s  exhaustion,  and  when  Care  shall  slacken  its  hold  upon  the  frame  and  the 
heart.  Man  needs  it,  morally ,  to  rise  by  its  aid  out  of  engrossing  secularities  and 
materialism  to  the  remembrance  of  his  spiritual  interests,  his  final  account,  and  his 
eternal  destiny.  Toil  needs  it  to  rescue  its  share  of  rest,  and  its  season  of  devotion 
from  the  absorbing  despotism  of  Capital ;  and  Capital  needs  it,  to  shield  its  own 
accumulations  from  the  recklessness  and  anarchy  of  an  imbruted  and  desperate  pro¬ 
letariate,  and  to  keep  its  own  humanity  and  conscientiousness  alive.  The  State 
needs  it,  as  a  safeguard  of  the  public  order,  quiet,  and  virtue ;  human  laws  becoming, 
however  wise  in  form,  effete  in  practice,  except  as  they  are  based  upon  conscience, 
and  upon  the  sanctions  of  Eternity,  as  recognized  voluntarily  by  an  intelligent 
people;  and  God’s  day  cultivating  the  one  and  reminding  us  of  the  other.  And  in 
a  Republic ,  more  especially,  whose  liberties,  under  God,  inhere  in  its  virtues,  the 
recognition, — freely  and  devoutly, — by  an  instructed  nation, — of  God’s  paramount 
rights,  is  the  moral  underpinning  requisite  to  sustain  the  superstructure  of  man’s 
rights ;  and  without  such  support  from  religion. — not  as  nationally  established,  but 
as  personally  and  freely  accepted, — all  human  freedom  finally  moulders  and  topples 
into  irretrievable  ruin. 

III.  That,  as  to  its  Religious  Value,  this  day  of  sacred  rest  has  the  strongest 
claims  upon  all  Christians,  however  differing  as  to  its  true  origin,  and  whether  they 
trace  it  back  to  Eden,  to  Sinai,  or  to  the  Saviour’s  tomb,  as  finding  there  its  real 
commencement.  They  need  the  observance  of  the  day,  as  the  season  of  their  assem¬ 
blies  and  ordinances,  and  as  furnishing  one  great  bond  of  their  fraternal  communion. 
In  its  relations  to  this  world,  the  Church  requires  it  to  conserve  and  to  extend  its 
religious  influence  and  as  the  channel  of  a  yet  wider  evangelization.  In  its  relations 
to  the  heavenly  world,  the  Church  needs  it  for  its  collective  prayers,  intercessions, 
and  thanksgivings;  and  that  thus  it  may  embody  the  image,  and  enjoy  the  antepast 
of  the  endless  rest  to  which  it  inspires  in  right  of  Christ’s  victory,  on  this  day  con¬ 
summated,  over  Sin,  Death,  and  Hell.  And  the  God,  who  is  the  Giver  of  all  time, 
never  having  surrendered  to  ordinary  uses  this  His  own  reserved  season,  the  infrac¬ 
tion  by  man  of  God’s  claims  here  is  ingratitude,  attempting  robbery,  and  perpetrat¬ 
ing  sacrilege,  as  against  a  Bounteous  and  Sovereign  Creator. 


The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  Sabbath  Committee : — 


N orman  W hite,  Chairman. 
E.  L.  Beadle,  M.D. 
William  A.  Booth. 

Robert  Carter. 

Warren  Carter. 

Thomas  C.  Doremus. 


E.  L.  Fanciier. 
Fred.  G.  Foster. 
David  Hoadley. 
George  W.  Lane. 
Horace  Holden. 
George  N.  Titus. 


William  Truslow. 
W.  F.  Van  Wagenen. 
William  Walker. 

E.  C.  Wilcox. 

F.  S.  Winston. 

0.  E.  Wood. 


James  W.  Beekman,  Rec.  Secretary.  |  Russell  S.  Cook,  Cor.  Secretary. 
J.  M.  Morrison  (Cashier  of  Manhattan  Bank),  Treasurer. 
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